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SURGERY OF REPAIR AS APPLIED TO HAND INJURIES. By B. K. Rank, C.M.G.,
M.S.(Melb.), F.R.C.S.(Eng.), F.RA.C.S., and A. R. Wakefield, M.S.(Melb.), F.R.C.S.(Eng.),
F.R.A.C.S. Second Edition. (Pp. xiv + 284; figs. 219. 45s.) London: E. & S. Livingstone
Ltd., 1960.
THIS book quickly reveals to anyone who has to see such injuries the wide experience and
skill that the authors have to draw on. It is full of helpful clinical and practical operative
advice where this is sought, but the real message of this edition seems to be encouragement
to undertake more meticulous and extensive primary repairs. The classification of hand wounds
into "Tidy and Untidy" immediately appealed to my experience as did the criticism of what
appears to be a growing tendency to leave extensor tendon injuries splinted but unsutured.
Numerous illustrations of the various lesions are included and good advice is given to those
who might lighthcartedly undertake wlvat must be painstaking surgery.
The book is thoroughly recommended to all who concern themselves with hand injuries;
whether this be active operative interest or only medico-legal evaluation of the results, the
knowledge within its covers will give the reader a much better grasp of the possibilities
of repair. R. H. L.
ANTIBIOTIC AND SULPHONAMIDE TREATMENT. Edited by M. E. Florey.
(Pp. ix + 150. lOs. 6d.) London: Oxford University Press, 1959.
THIS little handbook for practitioners and students, despite its convenient size, contains a
wealth of information. It is ideal for the doctor who wishes to remind himself of the names
and uses of the antibiotics and sulphonamides; but, as is inevitable where new views and
drugs appear every month, it was already out of date when the preface was written in
March, 1959.
The descriptions of the drugs are concise and easy to understand and the recommendations
on treatment are appropriate to their use in general practice. However, if the recommendations
were followed in hospital then the problem. which has arisen over resistant organisms both
there and in other closed communities would become progressively more serious. Although
they refer frequently to the development of resistant strains of staphylococci and of cross
infection with ps pyocyanea, B. proteus and yeasts, the authors do not seem to realise the
danger of the development of resistant strains during the treatment of an individual case.
They recommend the serial use of single antibiotics in the treatment of osteomyclitis and
frequently recommend the use of erythromycin by itself in the treatment of infection due
to staphylococci already resistant to other antibiotics. Such a policy encourages the develop-
ment of resistant strainis especially when antibiotics such as streptomycin, erythromycin and
novobiocin are used in this way.
The failure of the authors to adjust their recommendations to current needs for hospital
treatment makes this a dangerous book in the hands of students and house officers. P.c. E.
BODY FLUIDS IN SURGERY. By A. XV. XVilkinson, Ch.M., F.R.C.S.E., F.R.C.S. Second
Edition. (Pp. x + 276; figs. 12; tables 30. 21s.) Edinburgh and London: E. & S.
Livingstone, 1960.
EVERY surgeon must understand thoroughly the physiology and pathology of the body's
fluids and electrolytes so that he may deal effectively with the disturbances which he
encounters in his patients. Knowledge of this subject has increased enormously in the past
few years and Professor Wilkinson has made notable contributions to it. In this second
edition of his well-known book he reviews the wholc field in a critical and practical manner
and states his owin views on controversial matters. In addition to chaptcrs on water, the
main electrolytes and acid-base balance, there are others on the metabolic effects of injury,
shock, disorders caused by alimentary diseases, the influence of associated diseases of the
heart, liver, and kidneys, and on disturbances during infancy and childhood.
The subject matter is excellent but the presentation fails to do it justice. The reader is
frequenitly jarred by sentences which are constructed awkwardly or which lack clarity. It
is to be hoped that these dcficiencies will be made good in the next edition. R.B. W.
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